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One of the 2021 Barolos reaching
this new height, the Aldoe Conterno
Barolo Romirasco 2021 (90 points,
£400), is the highest-scoring wine
in this report. Packed with black
fruit and violet flavors laced with
iron, black pepper, eucalyptus and
tar elements, this intense red is
bhrooding and solldly built, vet with
asense of finesse, Close to matching
this prowess i3 Conterno's Harolo
Colonnello 2021 (98, 5250}, which

*“The 2021 vintage offers
incredible generosity with-
out sacrificing precision,
This is the true essence of
the vintage, representing
Nebbiolo in all its facets. ™
GIACOMO CONTERNO

Amaong the top-ranking Barolos
that alzo reached new standards
of excellence in 2021 are a number
of other leading names. The GB.
Burlatto Barolo Monvigliero (98,
5165) is fragrant and silky, featuring
preen olive, green tea, rose, chermy,
tamaringd. rom amd tobaceo Aovors;
the PFira Chiara Boschis Barolo
Mosconi (98, $162) is a complex,
fruity red that's succulent and
beautifully balanced: the Giuseppe

s rasit and reserved, vet with o racy
feel and marvelous length toits cherry, blackberry, violet, black
pepper amd mineral flavors,

*The 2021 vintage offers incredible generosity withour sac-
rificing preciston,” says Giacome Conterno, who manages the
estate alongside his brothers. *This i the true essence of the
vintage, which offers even the novice an effective representa-
tion of Mebbiolo in all fts faces™

Coavtermo notes that each crie xperit about three weeks mac-
erating with the skins, “It was important to carcfully evaluste
the quality of the skins and adjust maceration times accond-
inghy.” he explaios “In 2021, those who waited too long. in my
opinion, lost some freshness and round pess.”

Sinoe Laking thi neing a1 bs lamily's Glustppe Nada estate in Tretoo, Envico Mada bas continued Lo

prachcn vibwaet, poweriul Bartanescos wie abe comting o crganit viticulture.
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Rimaldi Barolo Brunate (98, $450)
iz elegant yet solidly structured, showing ripe elements of
cherry, strawberry, orange peel and rose hip; and the Luciano
Sandrone Barolo Aleste (08, $160) offers cherry, black currant,
vioket, mineral and wild herb Aavers that are perfectly in bal-
ance with its brighe acidity and refined tannins.

“2021 ks a really great vintage, one of those few lucky ones
where things come together perfectly, just like recommiended
i a texthook.” exclaims Chiara Boschis, co-owner and wiie-
maker of Pirs Chiara Boschis =After a snowy and not too cold
winter, which is the best way for the vines to get water, the
vegetative flow happened with smooth regularity thanks to the
cool trend of the season”

At Luciano Sandrone, co-proprietor Barbara
Sandrone is equally enthusiastic about the year's
wines, =2021 has a truly impressive structure,”
shie says, “1ts unigqueness lies in the extraordinary
richness and concentration of the wite, which ini-
tially slows down its evolution. It was a dry year,
ut not excessively hot. The grapes reached opai-
mal ripeness, with high levels of concentration and
impeccable healith™

With more than two dozen additional 2021 Baro-
los rating 97 points, the vintage is clearly the high-
light among the current crop of wines from Pied-
manl, vet a number of 2009 riservas also impressed
this year. A pair from Cavellotto offer exceptional
quality in contrasting stvles—the clegant, struc-
tured Baralo Briceo Boschis Vigna San Giuseppe
Riserva (97, 82700 and the savory, comiplex Baralo
Vignolo Riserva (97, $216)=while Paolo Scavino's
Intense Barslo Rocche dell’Annunziatn Riserva
2019 (97, $325) alzo hits all the right notes,

In Piedmonts other great denomination, Bar-
baresco, the latese releases hail from the hot, dry
2022 growing scasoqn, so jit's no surprise the top
bortlings come from preceding harvests, The
Produtteri del Barbaresco Barbaresco Monteste-
fano Riserva 2020 (96, 389) ks elegant and fGrmly
structured, with a haunting aroma of rose, while
the Giuseppe Nada Barbaresco Marcaring 2021
(96, 3600 delivers a beam of vibrant cherry and
blackberry fruit mugmented by vislet, mineral and
underbrush Navors. A trio of 2020 from Roagna
roumd out the top-scoring Barbarescos,




